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New laptop batteries overheat, catch fire 

By Alex Dobrota 

TORONTO GLOBE AND MAIL 

Cindy Brown wrapped an Apple laptop and put it under the Christmas tree last year, thinking about the future 
of her 11-year-old son in an increasingly digitalized world. 9 e ruture 

Instead, her gift turned into a flaming nightmare. 

]HT ed T aS 3 q « et AprN evenin 9- Brown her husband had set the table of their second-floor dinina room 

m sks her fork and kn,fe and ™ hed 

uT~^X P fl aXe w*S° f f ' ameS ' ,amilV dlSbe " e ' 35 the " m "»* f 

"You'd like to think that it was an isolated incident," Brown said. 

It's not. A string of laptop fires, sparked by faulty or overheated batteries, is raising concern with indu-strv 

S inrfp S nni d comp H uter manufacturers. As many as 43 laptop fires have bee reported in th ^Un ted StaS 

Z J™ ]' a t - CCOrd ' n9 t0 St9tiStiCS C ° mpiled by tne U " S - Consumer Product Safety Comm sslon N i one died 
but some laptop users were severely injured, CPSC spokeswoman Julie Vallese said ' 

PMtart reLS^ffi^^ -'^ na , ve , reCa " ed more than 150 ' 000 batterie s ^nce Jan. 1, 2005. Hewlett- 
aKS? 2 7,So batteries °n 2005." ^ ^ ^ 22 '°°° batterieS in December and App '* -called 

^it T rawasr happen anywhere " said carmi Levy ' a senior 

ti^^SS ^^!!^ 11 ^ featUr6S SUCh as DVD pla y ers ' their batteri « have to work 
t h he r tk ^meSdown ^T^t* ^ Wlth '« r °° m f ° r Ventilati0n ' This 

co^~ ^ ha PP-in 9 ," Levy said, calling for 

^^^^UUt^N^JTr la ?° PS P ;° dUCe e ' eCtriCity thr0Ugh 3 Chemical reaction that 
reacts wit ^nJ n fhl hT» * ' cnemistr y Pressor at the University of Waterloo in Ontario. The oxygen 
membrle, Nazar safd * C ° mp0nentS ' an ^eot, to produce heat that can melt the batter/s 

"When that melts, then everything all goes to hell," she said. 

l*nnL e T S t° ha / 6 nappened tnis month in Osaka, Japan, where the most recent reported laotoo fire had 

^^ZZ^^^' xes as a n ° tab °° k ~ " a 
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Dell is investigating and believes it was an isolated incident that does not reflect broader problems, Kevin 
Kettler, the company's chief technology officer, said at a recent briefing on other topics at Dell headquarters 
in Texas. 

But George Bulat, director of hardware research at the research group IDC Canada, suggested that laptop 
vendors educate customers about the potential dangers. 

"If you're going to be on a long-distance flight, be cognizant of the heat," he said. "If it's heating up, don't 
just put a pillow under it." 
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